The 1823 Elizabeth Taylor Historical Sampler Patten Reproduction
Presented by
The Greater Milford Area Historical Society - Promont House Museum

Stitched by an eleven year old pioneer girl in 1823his historic sampler was discovered wadded up ia
ball at the bottom of an old trunk by a family member. Elizabeth Taylor lived in Connecticut, but the
sampler traveled by way of Alma, Michigan and Cinannati, Ohio to Milford, Ohio where it now resides.

Queen City Sampler Guild member Susan Bradford hageproduced this sampler pattern from the
original work done by Elizabeth Taylor. The original materials and threads, though preserved, are ove
180 years old. The reproduction pattern has beercaurately transcribed for todays cross stitcher.

Upon completion of the reproduction pattern for thesampler, Susan conducted research into the histor

of the sampler and its original stitcher. With the pattern comes a brief history of Elizabeth Taylor,
beginning with her ancestors in Franketon, England.

The Original 1823 Elizabeth Taylor Historical Sampkr
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THE 1823 ELIZABETH TAYOLR HISTORICAL SAMPLER

ABOUT THE STITCHER : Elizabeth Taylorwas
one of eleven children born to James and
Elizabeth Taylor. She was 11 years old when she
stitched this sampler.

Elizabeth's Ancestor, John Taylor, was born in
Franketon, England, before 1622. His son
Edward was born in 1642 in Sketchley, near
Coventry, Leicestershire, England. Edward
married Ruth Wyllys in 1692 and came to
Westfield, Massachusetts. Their son, Eldad, was
born in 1708, also in Westfield. Eldad was
married to Thankful Day in 1742 and moved to
Enfield, Connecticut where their son John was
born.

John Taylor, Elizabeth's grandfather, was born

on December 23, 1762 in Enfield, Connecticut.
He graduated from Yale College in 1784 and
settled as the pastor of the church in Deerfield,
Massachusetts in 1787. John married Elizabeth
Terry in Enfield in 1788. He had to resign his
ministry in 1806 due to ill health and he moved
his family back to Enfield. When John

recovered his health he again moved his family,
this time to Bruce, Michigan in 1832. Here he
preached up until his death in 1840. He is
reputed to have written 2000 sermons. John and
Elizabeth had seven children, including

Elizabeth Terry Taylor.

Elizabeth Terry Taylor was born in Enfield,
Connecticut in 1789. On May 22, 1810, she
married James Taylor, and they had 11 children.

One of these 11 was our Elizabeth Taylor, the
stitcher of this sampler.

Our Elizabeth was born on September 10, 1812
and married Hovey Clarke on June 27, 1831
when she was 19 years old. Elizabeth and Hovey
had one daughter. Elizabeth died 9 years later at
the age of 28.

Elizabeth's sister Julia married Harvey Hyde
who came to Alma Michigan as a traveling
minister of the Congregational Church. Julia
and Harvey had four children including a son,
Edward Wyllis Hyde. Edward married Sarah
Rowe and had a daughter, Jeannette.

Jeannette married Harland Johnson and had a
daughter, Jean. Jean now lives in Milford, Ohio
where she is active in the Historical Society. The
Elizabeth Taylor sampler remains in the family
and resides with her.

Source Information: Ancestry.com, Jean Shaw, Greater
Milford Area Historical Society.
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1823 Elizabeth Taylor Historical Sampler Pattern
Thread Color Chart

ABOUT THE SAMPLER

This wonderful example of sampler stitching by
Elizabeth Taylor in 1823 is now in the possessio
of Elizabeth's great, great grand niece, Jea

Johnson Shaw. Because Harvey Hyde was [

traveling minister, he kept a trunk for all of his
belongings. In his later years he came tg
Cincinnati, Ohio to live with his grand daughter
Jeannette Johnson. Jeannette would often s
and listen to tales of his adventures whilg
traveling around Michigan on horseback.

When Harvey died, he left his trunk to
Jeannette. As she unpacked the trunk shg
noticed a wad of material balled up in the
corner. Upon pulling it out and opening up the
cloth, she discovered this sampler, stitched b
her grandmother's sister, Elizabeth.

Finding a match for the fabric of this sampler

was difficult. The closed modern day fabric
available for accurate reproduction of the Taylor
sampler is Weichelt Dublin 25 count in either
Driftwood or Raw Natural.

But this sampler is yet another example of
samplers of the period. However, note that there
iS no inspirational verse or saying as wag
frequently seen in samplers of this time. It is
also noteworthy that there is a combination of
stitching "over one" and "over two" threads

which would have been difficult for a young
stitcher.

PATTERN INSTRUCTIONS

The pattern has been reproduced as accuratel
as possible from what Elizabeth originally
stitched. Please read all instructions carefully
before beginning to stitch.

PLEASE NOTE: The color White is represented
on the chart as light blue. Each block representg
two threads.

THE BORDER: Stitched using 2 strands of floss
over two threads. Some stitches are hand draw
because they do not line up with the other cros
stitches. Also, the_first small flowerin the top
row is off one thread. Follow the chart carefully.

The following are stitched over one thread using
1 strand of floss as marked on the chart: The
Alphabet, the windmills, the two flowers under
the windmills, the section under the large cente
vase, the four flowers over the heart border, the
heart border around Elizabeth's name, her
name, age, date stitched, the birds on the flower|
next to Elizabeth's name, the trees/birds on eac
side of the bottom vase, and the flowers on ead
side of the vase.

The Half Diamonds at the bottom of the chart
are sewn in satin stitch with 2 strands of floss.

Follow the Pattern Carefully!!! Some of the
stitches are hand drawn in order to more closel
match the "mistakes” made by Elizabeth. Red
Slash Marks on the pattern indicate a "Heads
Up - The Pattern Changes".
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1823 Elizabeth Taylor Historical Sampler Pattern
Color Rendition
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